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Bekhorot 19 closes the previous chapter with the dispute over an animal born by caesarean section and

the offspring that follows it, then asks a basic definitional question: what exactly must be “first” for an

animal to have firstborn sanctity? Rabbi Tarfon treats both animals as doubtful firstborns, while Rabbi

Akiva excludes both. The Gemara analyzes the Torah’s phrases זכר ,בכור, and פטר רחם and develops

the question of a בכור לדבר אחד - an animal that is first in one legal sense but not in every sense. Abaye

and Ravina read the verses differently, and the chapter concludes by favoring Abaye’s understanding.

The third chapter then begins with a practical problem: a Jew buys a female animal from a non-Jew and

does not know whether it has previously given birth. Rabbi Yishmael proposes age-based rules. A goat

giving birth in its first year, a sheep in its first two years, and a cow or donkey in its first three years are

treated as certainly producing a firstborn, because under ordinary reproductive patterns the mother could

not reasonably have completed an earlier birth. Beyond those ages, the offspring is doubtful. Rabbi Akiva

challenges the simplicity of this system because an earlier miscarriage or other fetal event can already

count as the opening of the womb and remove firstborn status from the later live birth.

The Gemara therefore moves from calendar age to the theory of statistical presumptions. It asks whether

Rabbi Yishmael relies on the majority of animals and whether this places him with Rabbi Meir, who is

known to be concerned for a minority. The discussion distinguishes an ordinary majority from a majority

that depends on an intervening act, such as successful mating and conception. This sets up the next daf’s

sustained analysis of טינוף, pregnancy, milk, and the biological signs that can establish whether an

animal has already undergone a first pregnancy.

The detailed summary begins on the next page and follows the daf in sequence, explaining the

questions, answers, proofs, distinctions, and conclusions needed to understand the full discussion.
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Detailed Summary

Caesarean birth and the meaning of firstborn

The daf opens with the Mishnah’s case of יוצא דופן, an animal delivered through the side rather than through

the birth canal, followed later by an offspring born normally. Rabbi Tarfon says both animals graze until they

develop a blemish and are then eaten by the owner, because each is a doubtful firstborn. The first is first in birth

order but did not open the womb; the second opens the womb but was preceded by another offspring. Rabbi

Akiva says neither is a firstborn: the first is excluded because it is not פטר רחם, and the second because

another offspring preceded it.

The dispute asks whether “firstborn” can be satisfied partially. If an animal is first for males, or first for opening

the womb, but not first for every relevant criterion, is that enough? Rabbi Tarfon leaves room for such partial

firstborn identity, while Rabbi Akiva requires the full Torah definition.

The Torah’s general and specific descriptions

A baraita analyzes the firstborn verses through the interaction of general and specific terms. “Sanctify to Me

every firstborn” is broad; “male” limits the category; “that which opens the womb” further defines it. A female

is excluded, an animal preceded by a female is excluded, and an animal born by caesarean section is excluded

because it did not open the womb. The difficulty is how the word בכור itself functions: does it mean firstborn in

every respect, or can it refer to an animal that is first in only one respect?

Abaye and Ravina on בכור לדבר אחד
Rav Sheravya challenges Abaye from the structure of the baraita: in one clause the baraita uses פטר רחם rather

than בכור, while later it does use בכור. Abaye answers that the Torah word “firstborn” means first in all the

relevant dimensions; where the animal is otherwise completely first, the separate phrase “opens the womb” is

required to exclude a caesarean birth. Ravina initially argues the opposite - that firstborn in one respect can still

be called firstborn, and the extra scriptural wording performs the exclusion.

Rav Acha of Difti presses Ravina with the case of a female delivered by caesarean section followed by a male

through the womb. The male is first among males and first to open the womb, so if partial firstborn status were

sufficient it should become sacred. The baraita nevertheless excludes the offspring that follows a caesarean

birth without distinguishing whether the first animal was male or female. The Gemara concludes that Abaye’s

reading is clearer.
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Rashi (ד״ה אלא מחוורתא כדאביי)

Rashi explains that according to Abaye the ordinary meaning of בכור already demands a complete

firstborn identity. That is why both varieties of “offspring after a caesarean birth” can be excluded

consistently rather than through a narrow extra derivation.

Beginning the third chapter: an animal bought from a non-Jew

אי נָתָהּ וַדַּ ת שְׁ מָעֵאל אוֹמֵר: עֵז בַּ י יִשְׁ רָה... רַבִּ כְּ רָה וְאִם לאֹ בִּ כְּ הֵמָה מִן הַנָּכְרִי, וְאֵין יָדועַּ אִם בִּ הַלּוֹקֵחַ בְּ
לוםּ. רָה אֵין כָּאן לַכּהֵֹן כְּ כְּ בִּ יָּדועַּ שֶׁ י עֲקִיבָא אוֹמֵר... כּלֹ שֶׁ לַכּהֵֹן... רַבִּ

Rabbi Yishmael gives age thresholds. A goat that gives birth within its first year, a sheep within its first two

years, and a cow or donkey within its first three years produces an offspring that is certainly given to the

Kohen. After those ages, the offspring is doubtful. His system uses what can normally have happened

biologically before the present birth.

Rabbi Akiva answers that a live birth is not the only event that can exempt the mother. In small livestock, טינוף
- discharge indicating an aborted conception - can be enough; in large livestock a placenta can be significant;

and in a woman the relevant fetal or placental signs have their own rules. Therefore the decisive rule is

certainty: if it is known that the animal previously gave birth, the Kohen has no claim; if it is known that it did

not, the new male goes to the Kohen; if the history is doubtful, the animal is treated as a doubtful firstborn and

is eaten by the owner only after a blemish.

Majority, minority, and a majority that depends on an act

The Gemara asks what Rabbi Yishmael assumes about the majority of animals. One possibility is that he

follows Rabbi Meir, who takes a minority seriously; that would explain why older animals do not automatically

lose firstborn status simply because most animals of that age have already conceived or given birth. Ravina

offers a more refined explanation: even the Sages, who normally follow a majority, may hesitate when the

majority itself depends on an act having occurred. Here pregnancy depends on mating and successful

conception. A statistical majority created only through such an intervening act may not have the same force as

an ordinary natural majority.

Rashi (ד״ה רובא דתלי במעשה)

Rashi defines the category concretely: the assumption that an older animal has already borne offspring

depends on mating having taken place. Since that event is not automatic, the majority does not necessarily

resolve the uncertainty in the same way as a majority that exists without an intervening act.
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Glossary

Hebrew term Transliteration Meaning in this sugya

יוצא דופן Yotzei dofen An offspring delivered by caesarean section rather than through the womb.

פטר רחם Peter rechem The first offspring to open the womb, a core requirement of firstborn sanctity.

בכור לדבר
אחד

Bekhor le-davar

echad

An animal that is firstborn in one respect but not in every relevant respect.

טינוף Tinuf A reproductive discharge that can indicate an earlier conception or

miscarriage and thereby affect firstborn status.

רוב Rov A halachic majority used to resolve uncertainty.

רוב התלוי
במעשה

Rov ha-taluy be-

maaseh

A majority whose factual basis depends on an intervening act having

occurred.

ספק בכור Safek bekhor An animal whose firstborn sanctity is uncertain.

AI notice

This summary was generated using AI. For issues, suggestions, notes, or thoughts, please contact

support@dafsummaries.com.
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